
 
 

02/02/2021 

Dear Members of Naas Union 

 

My name is Norma Merrick and I am writing to you on behalf of the Naas Community Sponsorship Group. We are 
a group of 13 Naas residents who have come together to support a family fleeing persecution in Syria through a 
programme called “Community Sponsorship”. This project, launched by the Department of Justice in 2019 and 
supported by the Irish Refugee Council, provides a framework for local communities to assist a family from Syria 
to resettle within their community. See link for further information:  
https://www.irishrefugeecouncil.ie/integration-work-programmes/community-sponsorship-programme 

 

As part of the resettlement project, Naas Community Sponsorship Group will welcome a family and support them 
in establishing their home in our community by providing them with all the practical and emotional backing they 
will need for their first two years in Ireland. Our group is made up of people with a range of expertise including 
finance, education, charitable and community affairs, medicine and law and so we feel well equipped to assist the 
family. 

Our group was set a fundraising target of €10,000 to support the implementation plan, which we quickly exceeded 
through fundraising activities in the local community. We have been extremely heartened by the level of support 
and generosity we have enjoyed to date from individuals and businesses in Naas. 

Securing suitable rental accommodation for the family for two years post-arrival is now our key focus, as the family 
cannot make the journey to Naas to start a new life until that has been secured. We feel that we could benefit from 
your local knowledge in seeking a suitable property. Most community sponsorship groups find a property when a 
local person “matches” them with a landlord who welcomes an opportunity to secure reliable, well-supported 
tenants in exchange for the HAP payment while at the same time doing something profoundly impactful and 
philanthropic. We should also point out that, as a group, we are prepared to consider undertaking some remedial 
works to any property that might not otherwise be deemed of an appropriate standard to rent.   

If you would be interested in learning more about us, our aims and/or requirements, we would be delighted to 
discuss further by phone or by email (or indeed in person once the Level 5 restrictions are lifted).  

 We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 Norma Merrick 

 

 0877712899 

 

                  Naas Community Sponsorship Group 
            naascsg@gmail.com 
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